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Rural and remote health research in a reform environment  

Many of the leaders of Australia’s rural and remote health research sector will meet in Brisbane this week at 

a critical time for the architecture, functions and funding of Australia’s health system. 

The 2nd Rural and Remote Health Scientific Symposium will examine the current rural/remote health research 

agenda and how best to convert evidence into effective policies and programs. 

David Perkins, Convenor of the organising group for the Symposium, described this as a key challenge for 

rural and remote health researchers and their agencies. 

“One of the ways of ensuring that research recommendations are adopted is through having closer 

relationships between policymakers and researchers,” Associate-Professor Perkins said.  “This Symposium 

will make a modest contribution to that relationship by having leading health researchers meeting side-by-

side with those who make policy for rural and remote health.” 

The symposium’s opening address on Wednesday will be delivered by Warren Snowdon, Minister for 

Indigenous Health, Rural and Regional Health and Regional Service Delivery. 

Some 70 leading researchers, including invited guests from overseas and a number of emerging Australian 

researchers, will review the substance, science and methodology that underpin the best rural and remote 

health research.  Among those from overseas is Professor Jane Farmer, Chair of the Millennium Institute at 

the Centre for Rural Health in Scotland.  Her paper will ask whether a global rural and remote health research 

agenda is desirable or whether national and regional contexts determine all meaningful research outcomes. 

There will be a strong focus on contemporary issues to see whether the research agenda is contributing as it 

should to health reform.  For example, consideration of how Local Hospital Networks and Medicare Locals 

will operate and inter-relate can provide ideas for elements of rural and remote health research that may 

now be of greater importance than was previously the case. 

This year’s event is jointly organised by the Australian Primary Health Care Research Institute (APHCRI), the 

Primary Health Care and Research and Information Service (PHCRIS), the Australian Rural Health Education 

Network (ARHEN) and the NRHA. 

The Symposium program, including key themes, can be found at www.ruralhealth.org.au 
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